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Lluſtrated in a LETTER from the Rev®. Mi 
_ALEXANDER WEBSTER, one of theMinifters of 
che City ,o A Gentleman in the Country, 
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of this extraordinary Appearance of 
a oy. | 150. 1 % the . following Anſewer. 
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publiſh his Sentiments concerning the ſo much talk d 

- AACR at Ca £3 USLANG and other Places in the 
„4 mprovement we of this A ould make 

/ n 88 155 nctu- 

1t ſeems. rom 

did not 2 it ſhould be Publ. ed under his 
Nane ; but, as be writes from particular Knowledge, I 


Dave allowed it io appear with his Subſcription, not doubt- 
ing but be will excuſe this Piece;of Freedom; ſeeing the 
| ſigned Atteſtation of Perſons, who declare the Reſult of 


their own Enquiry, is of manifeſt Advantage ta the go 
Cauſe ; whereas the Teſtimony of an anoymous Author 
cannot claim the ſame Regard. - He would not-ſo readily 


forgive me 1 ſhould J entertain the Publick with a recom- 


mendatory Epiſtle ; theReader will judge for bine Ifoith | 
what Spar 0 Accuracy the Author: forites ; 3 and plain- 
ly enough ſee that Enthuſiaſm and Do are no Part 
of bis Charafter. OLI e 
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INCE my Return from Cauzusl Axe and Ki- 
sy TH, I had the Favour of yours, defiring my 


Opinion concerning the /o much talFd-of Conver- 
ſions in theſe and other Places. My preſent Situ- 


ation makes it ſomewhat difficult to comply with your 


Demand; and yet Regard to Truth, and tte Requeſt of 


a Friend whom I am not accuſtomed to deny any Thing, 


obliges me not to conceal my Sentiments. 


When any ata Event is ſaid to have f | 


immediately to commence a Believer diſcovers much Weak- 
neſs of Mind; to flight the Report without proper 
Enquiry, if attended with Circumſtances of Proba- 


bility, is criminal Indolence; — and to refuſe a Fact, if 


well vouched, merely becauſe of an ee Nane, 
Adotonrighi Infidelity. 


If the Event is not * out of the common 1 Courſe, but 


of great Couſequence to Mankind, it requires more ſerious 
Attention; and, ere we yield a rational Aſſent, muſt in- 
deed be ſupported by a proportionable Degree of Evidence. 


Things wonderful are not to be admitted upon ſlight 
Grounds. = 


What was alledged, firſt with reſpe& to Cambuſlang, 


and now as to ſeveral Places in the Weſt, is doubtleſs 


ſurpriſing, and of the utmoſt Importance : ---- That ſuch 
Numbers of thoughtleſs Sinners ſhould be at once brought 
to this Soul-concerning Queſtion, hat muſt we do to be 
ſaved? --- and that ſo many ſhould ſhare liberally of the 


Conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt, is a rare Thing in this 


Day of fatal Security and viſible Withdrawings of the 
Spirit. This, I apprehend, will vindicate my ſolicitous En- 


| bare, CS apologize for the Doubcs Lat firſt entertained. 


B | You 
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Vou know, 1 welcomed the News with Joy and Sur- | 
priſe, and often wiſn'd, in the Preſence of the God of 
all Grace, that it might be ſo: But you was likewiſe 


the Witneſs, of my perplexing Fears and unbelieving J] ea- 


louſtes ; Can theſe Things be? When the Fact became 
openly known, and was atteſted by the moſt credible Eye 


and Ear Witneſſes, there remained no reaſonable Ground 


of Doubt; and yet, having never ſeen ſuch remarkable 
Effects of the Redeemer's All-conquering Grace, was much 
in the fame Situation with the Fews when God turned 


back the Captivity of Zion, lite as Men that dream'd ; or 


as the Diſciples, when told that Jeſus was riſen from the 


Dead, they believed not for Fey. Not . oy over 
 credulous, I was indeed in this Matter Heart to 


believe, and therefore reſolved to uſe all 52 Means of 
obtaining entire Satisfaction; which made me embrace a 


Call I had in Providence to go to Cambuſlang : And havᷣ- | 


ing been there once and again, and likewiſe at Niahrb, 
&c. what I now write is not bare Hear ſays or flying Re- 
ports, but the Reſult of the moſt deliberate and accurate 
Enquiry. --- What I have ſeen, and what I have felt of 


Divine Influences, that declare 1 unto you. | 


The SCENE indeed is almoſt 3 Deſeription, and 
tis but a faint Idea I can promiſe to give of this ſur- 


priſing Diſpenſation of the Grace of God. The Pus- 


LiCk have already been told, that it had its firſt re- 
markable Appearance at Cambuſlang, on Thurſday February 


Ich, when, after Sermon, Fifty Perſons came together 
to the Miwlter's Houſe, under - rang. On 


about the State of their Suuls (a). 


NUMBERS have been ſince awaken'd to a like Senſe of 
Sin and Danger; ---- MANY comſorted, and not a FEW 


| filled with the Holy Ghoſt. Nor are theſe remarkable 


Events now confined to this favourite Place; Kil/yth had 
likewiſe a peculiar Vifit on Sabbath the 25th of April (b) ;-- 


. Many other Congregations have ſhared of the ſame Pot 7 
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0 855 the ſl.ort Narrative, in a Letter to a Friend, Page 
5. atteſted by Miniſters, P:eachers and others. 
() See Pretace to Mr. Kobe's Narrative. 


vilege : 


(77 


vilege : Salvation runs from Door to Door ; z wn The 
happy Influence diffuſes all around. 


During the Time of Divine Wirlbib, Sin profound Re- 


verence o' reſpreads every Couutenance; — They hear as 


Creatures made for Eternity, who don't know but next 


Moment they muſt account to their great Judge. 
Thouſands are melted down into Tears; - Many cry out 
in the Bitterneſs of their Soul ; --- And ſome of both Sexes, 
and all Ages, from the flouteſt Man to the tendergſt Child, 
ſhake and tremble, and a few fall down as dead. --- Nor 
does this happen only when Men of warm Addreſs alarm 
them with the Terrors f the Law, but when the moſt 
deliberate Preacher talks of redeeming Love. --- Bring them 
to Mount Sinai, where Thunder roars, and Lightnings flaſh, 


| this may perhaps occaſion greater Outcry ; but lead them 


into the Conſolations that are in Jeſus, and then vaſtly 
greater Numbers fall under the moſt kindly Impreſſions. --- 


Talk of a precious Chriſt, ALL ſeem to breathe after him. 
- Deſcribe his Glory, how' raviſhed do many appear 
How captivated with his Lovelineſs | --- Open the Won» 


ders of his Grace, and the ſilent Tears ru almoſt from 
every Eye. Such eternal, ſuch glorious Themes ſeem _ 
the Delight of their Souls, and reign. triumphant over each 
Power and Faculty, 


Theſ ©, Dear 1 are the 5 ble Effects of this + extraor- 
dinary Work during the Time of Divine Worſhip ; the 
Truth of which will not be diſputed, being obvious to all, 


and conſtantly evidenced in their publick Miniſtrations in 


a leſs or greater Degree. ---- Upon converſing with them 
when publick Service is over, which I made my particu- 
lar Buſineſs, they give a Scriptural diſtinct Account of the 


| Temper of their Mind, and various Springs whence their 


Tears of Sorrow or Joy flow. --- Thoſe ſtruck in the moſt 


awful Manner, when recovered from the Violence of the 


Shock, mention the guzck and affecting Senſe they had of 
divine Wrath before they were ſo affected. They in- 
ſtance in the particular Part of the Sermon or Scripture 
which occaſioned ſuch Views of their Guilt and Miſery : 
--- They deſcribe the gradual Openings of their Mind, 


till led back to the Rock whence they were hewn ; they 
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from the Womb. --- They ſpeak out a painful Senſe of Sin, 


not only as the Ruin of the Creature, but diſbonouring to 
| a kind, a loving Saviour. Unbelief in a particular Man- 
ner cuts them to the very Heart; they can't bear the 
FThoughts of having ſo long rejected the Son of God, 


and deſpiſed his endearing Calls in the Goſpel. --- Being 
perſwaded that he is the only Redeemer of a loſt World, 
they breathe after him under every Qharacter, and in 


every Relation, as a KING upon his Throne clothed with 
Authority to reign, as well as a PRIESTH on the Croſs 
indowed with Ability to fave. --- Willingly would they part 
with all for an Intereſt in Jeſus, and defire nothing more 

than to be taught by this great PROPHET. --- Senſible 
of their wer Inability to believe, how earneſtly do they 


pray, Open the everlaſting Doors of our Heart; Come 


in, thou bleſſed of the Lord; be our God and Portion] 


* *#. & © 
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Thoſe who have attained Comfort, readily give a Rea- 
fon of the Hope and Foy that is in them, with Meekneſs 
and Fear; declaring, to the Praiſe of Divine Grace, how. 


the Holy Ghoſt, formerly a Convincer, proved alſo their 
Comforter, by diſcovering their Warrant to lay hold on 


Jeſus the Saviour, and happily determining them to em- 


brace a whole Chriſt, as freely offered in the Goſpel, for 
all their Salvation and all their Deſire ; 1Yhom having not 


ſeen, ſay they, we love; in whom, tho now we ſee him 
not, yet believing we rejoice with Joy unſpeakable and full 


of Glory. --- Senſible of the bleſſed Change that has paſſed 


upon their Minds, they rejoice that old Things are done 


away, and all Things become new. 


Tis not pretended, nor can indeed be ſuppoſed (con- i 
fidering the former Ignorance of many) that all of them, 


when firſt awakened, give ſuch diſtinct Accounts of the 
Working of their Minds; or that a, whom there is 


| Ground to think have fled for Refuge to the Hope ſet be- 


fore them, have attained to ſuch a joyful Faith : But I 
have honeſtly deſcribed the Caſe of the Generality, as I 
had it from themſelves. OS . 

Such 


(4) , 


were conteived in Sin, brought forth in Int- 
_ guity, and humbly acknowledge they have been Tran/grefſors 
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Such as have not a lite Opportunity of Converſe with 
them, can have no other Evidence of their imourd Hi. 

tainments (abſtracting from its Effects upon their Lives, of 

which afterwards) but the Teſtimony of others. 


I don't call them to depend on the Word of an anom mous z 
Author; the Narrative, already referred to, will ſafficiently 
confirm this Repreſentation. The Number of Witneſſes are 
many; ---Their Character fair and god; They atteſt ohly 
a Fudt which they could not miftake thro* Ignorance, namely, 
F what the Convinced or Comforted declared unto them; and I 
think their Veracity is beyond all reaſonable Suſpicion, === * 
' Men muſt be deeply imbarqued in the Oppoſition, who 
can ſuppoſe ſuch a Number of Miniſters, Preachers and 
others, hitherto of untainted Fidelity, living in diſtant 
Corners, and very different as to their Opinions in ſome 
Reſpects, all in League with Hell, and aſſociate together 
to lye unto the Holy Ghoſt, that, / poſſible; they may 
Kreide the wary Blect. :. 9 
*Tis not, I think, alledged, That Part of this Scene 
| is Pretence and Diffimulation 5 I mean, chat the Perſons 
| profeſſedly under Soul-concern, ' and which ſeems fo to 
| affect their Bodies, are a&ing a Part The Reality has 
often appeared to the ſ#:1ful Inquirerss Some few Pre- 
Z tenders there were at firſt, but this Sickneſs would not 
feign ; they were immediately diſcovered, and ſolemnly 
_ F rebuked.---It removes this Work the further from Suſpi- 
cion, that Perſons from all different Corners have been 
affected pretty much in the ſame Manner; and many 
are the Inſtances of profane and Meckers falling under 4 
the like Power of the Word ; ---Ridiculing this Moment, 99 
and the next fainting under ſome dreadful Preſſure.—-It 19 
- {Feannot, I think, be farrly ſuppoſed, that Men fo diſaf- 
- fected would immediately join in putting a Cheat upon 
e Mankind, and expoſe themſelves, rather than not ſupport 
Is oÞ Cauſe till now the Subject of their Mirth:--- <© Good 
F< Impreflions, ſays the Narrative (e), have been made 
on Perſons of very different Characters and Ages; on 
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(e) Narrative atteſted by Miniſters, &c. P. 8. 


= * 


CC ſome 


_ & ſome of the moſt abandon'd, as well as more ſober ; 


(6) 


cc on young, as well as old; on the illiterate, as well 


<< as the more knowing; on Perſons of a flower, as well 
& as thoſe of a quicker and more ſprightly Genius; and, 


« which ſeems to deſerve ſpecial Attention, on Fern 


de who were addicted to ſcoffing at ſacred 7 hings, and 
« this Work in particular at the W of — 


But you'll readily aſk, What Fruit have theſe Things ? 
Dow their Faith work by Love? Does it ſhew itſelf 
by Works ? --- Yes, my Friend, and that too in a moſt. 


% contre Manner.---Their Faith daily ripens into Action, 


and, to the Conviction of thoſe who know them beſt, is a 


ing Spring of new Obedience. They eſteem all God's 


Pre cepts concerning all Things to be wg and hate every 


falſe Way. The Lives of the Profane are viſibly re- 


formed ; ----- Relative Duties conſcientiouſly diſcharged, 
where were the moſt culpable Neglects; - The high 
Praiſes of God employ the Tongue of Blaſphemers ; ----- 
Harmony and Peace ſucceed Strife and Contention ; --- Fa- 
milies, once the Synagogues of Satan, are become Temples ; 


where God is worſhipped and adored ; ----Perſons of all 


Ages form themſelves into little Societies for religious Diſ- 
courſe and Prayer; —Praiſe is perfeted out of the Mouth 


of Babes and Sucklings ; -----Grofler Sinners profeſs the 


greateft Remorſe for Acts of Injuſtice, and don't fail to | 
make Re/titution, even where the Injury might have re- 
mained hid till Time is no more, —and where ſuch Re- 


turns bear hard on their Circumſtances. 


Never did any Converts appear indowed with more of 
a truly Chriſtian Spirit.— Their Souls burn with Love to 
God, and Delire to promote his Intereſt in the World; 
with Love to Jeſus, to one another, and to all that 
bear the Divine Image. They cheerfully forgive their 
Enemies, and wiſh well to their Fellow-Creatures.---How 
great their Concern for the Salvation of Mankind, let 
their Works declare; Works, whatever ſome have falſly 


reported, confined within the proper Sphere of private I 
Chriſtians. Knowing the Terrors of the Lord, they MF: 


perſuade Men ; --- having taſted alſo that he is gracious, F 
they commend his precious Grace z----- their Labour of 


Love 
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Love indefatigable ; --- their Succeſs great, infomuch that 


Numbers, now in a promifing Way, date their fr Con- 


cern from hearing others declare what God had done for 
their 8 . 


Such, my dear Fried, are the bepef Beginnings of this 
Ged like Work, thoſe a few of it's happy Conſequences ; as 
you will ſee, not only from the Atteſtation of their re- 


ſpective Miniſters, for the ſame good Accounts are given of 


their preſent Behavionr by thoſe who have Acceſs to the 
moſt accurate Inſpection of their daily Practice: Their par- 


ticular Acquaintance, or neareſt Relations, their Parents, 

| Maſters and Miſtrefles, are living — of cheir holy - 

and unblemiſhe Amn, 
8 


Tis indeed juſtly alledged, That we muſt not lay too 
great Streſs on the moſt promiſing Beginnings ; and that 


Per ſeverence in good Fruits is the decifive Proof in Things 
of this Nature. Mean while, the Bleed Effects already 
appearing promiſe as well as Time and the Nature of the 


Work will admit: And therefore Charity obliges to be- 


lieve, the Argument ariſing from Perſeverance ſhall not 
be wanting; it daily grows ſtronger and . and we 


truſt ſhall do ſo to the End. 


"Tis indeed e poſſible, that the Impreſſions 


upon ſome are but tranſient, and that ſeveral, who ſeem 


to have ſtarted fair, will return again to Folly : But ſhould 


this happen (which I pray God may not be the Caſe ! 


it can no more be reaſonably objected againſt the Fence 


rity of others, than the paſſing Convictions of a Felix will 


prove that never any were truly converted under Paul's 
Miniſtry ; or that there are no real Chriſtians in the 


World, becauſe many have a Name to live, and are dead. 


Judas, ſeemingly not behind the other Apoſtles, betrayed 
his Lord and Maſter ; and yet the reſt ſeal'd the Teſti- 
knony of Jeſus with their Blood. 


This plain. State of the Caſe, one wank imagine, evi- 


I dently ſpeaks out its divine Original.---The memorable 
% 18th of February was precceded by three Days of ſolemn 
F Prayer and carnelt Adidrelles for the Succeſs of the Goſ- 


pet; 
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el; --- The Work was begun and carried on under the 
fluence of ſound Doctrine (d). And, as its Ri/e was thus 


ſcriptural, its Effects, you have heard, are no leſs ſo: --- 
Sin is become bitter, Jeſus precious to many Souls: --- 


Hundreds, perhaps Thouſands, have ſet out for Heaven and 
Immortality; they are holding on in the Paths of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, and their Knowledge, like the Morning- 
light, advancing with increaſing Brightneſs to the perfect 


Day. 


, Nothing ſeem' d wanting to prove this a Worſ of the 
Spirit of God, but that it ſhould be oppoſed by the Enemy 
of all 1 


niſh us with this Proof alſo. --- Amidſt theſe Approaches 
of Emmanues Kingdim, Satan and his Emiſſaries do not 
ceaſe to rage; and ſome, of whom better Things might 


have been expected, have gone awful Lengths with thoſe. 


that blaſpheme the Operations of the Holy Ghoſt ; Com- 
pany which, I'm ſure, they would not know:ngly with to 
Join. EN „ 


But in vain do any attempt to fight againſt God, in 


vain do they think to bear down, Truth: Facts, ſo well 
| atteſted, are not to be ſhaken by Suppojitions, May-be's 


and Calumnies; --- they muſt ſhow that the Cafe in Hand is 
not capable of Proof, or ought to yield their Aſſent, when 
attended with all the Zwvidence which the Nature of the 
Thing will admit. 


Now, I take it for granted, that the foragoing Repre- 
ſentation contains nothing in itſelf impeſſible. That a Fa- 
mily, a Congregation, or even a Nation, ſhould be born at 
once, by no Means exceeds Divine Power, and is exactly 
agreeable to the Prophecies of New- Teſtament Days, when 
the Spirit fhauld be poured out from on high. The fame 


| Holy: Ghoſt, who enlivens ONE dead Sinner, can with 


equal Eaſe, being every-where preſent and all-powerfub 


command any given Number into Newneſs of Life : His 


= 
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() See Narrative atteſted by Miniſters, &c. P. 4. 


ighteouſneſs ; and indeed he has not fail'd to fur- 
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guickening Ability is the fame To-day, as when Three thouſand . 


Souls were converted at one Sermon (e). 


Nor can any Impoſſibility be juſtly alledged from our pre- 


ſent Circumſtances. How far we in this Land have de- 
parted from the Lord God of our Fathers, is not eaſy to 
fay; but to ſuppoſe us beyond the Reach of Mercy, is 


af unworthy Limitation of Divine Goodneſs, and proceeds 


upon this fatal Miſtake, That, in converting Men, God 
is moved by ſomething Good and Valuable in them, and acts 


not for his “ Name's Sake, the Glory and Freedom of 
Divine Grace, but for our Sakes : A Suppoſition contrary 
to repeated Declarations in Scripture, and daily Experience, 


which teaches, that he is found of them that don't ſeek him, 


and hath Mercy on the very chief of Sinners, that in thern 


be may ſhew forth a Pattern of all Long-ſuffering to thoſe 


who fhould hereafter believe. 


That not a Soul can be converted within the Pal of 


| the -fabliſhed Church of Scotland, has not, I think, been 


allerted in expreſs Words by the moſt violent Oppoſers, 


nor can be entertained but by a Mind deaf to all Reaſon- 
ing, through the Force of Prejudice. This, I know, has 


been charged upon the Gentlemen of the Seceffion, and 


drawn as an Inference from their Writings ; but, till 
they fay fo in as many Words, I am not willing to think 


ſo unworthily of them; nor judge it needful further to 
prove, that God may yet pity degenerate Scotland, and re- 
vive his own Work in the midſt of theſe Years of Back- 


ding and Defedtion (f). 


W 


(e) AB. ii. 41. 


| 3 Y Chriſt hitherto hath come to the Church when it needed 


a Reformation; when Religion dwindled inte an empty 
Form, and Profeſſors had loſt the Life and Power of 
Godlineſs; when there was Midnight Darkneſs, and lit- 
tle Faith to be found on the Earth. Thus it was when 
he came in the Fleſh ; when he ſent Athanaſius, Luther 
and Calvin; and at the Reformation of Scotland, Chriſt 
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If he may thus diſplay his ſovereign Grace, I think we 

muſt leave it to the ſame ſovereign Lord to chuſe what 
Means, and in what Way, he will accompliſh this Work. 

I don't wonder that the original Seceders (who perhaps, 
from a ſingle Eye to his Glory, formed themſelves into a 
ſeparate Society) ſhould wh and hope to have been the 
happy Inſtruments of reviving decayed Religion: But their 
Hopes have been carried beyond all reaſonable Bounds, if 
ſaying, By us, and by us only, ſhall Jacob ariſe ; --- In this 
Lay God muſt act, and ns other: Language altogether L 

. for a Creature. | 


If they look into their own Breaſt, or review their After- 
condu#t, they will perhaps diſcover ſomewhat intermixt with 
their Offering, whence it has not been ſo acceptable to 
the moſt High. Not to enter on the Reaſons why they 
at firſt ſeceded, there is one Thing I would ſuggeſt to their 
Conſideration ; --- That inſtead of acting upon their firft 
- Principles of preaching the Goſpel to deſolate Congregations, 
and holding Communion with thoſe Miniſters and People 

they v were I to think an honeſt contending Party (8) 
- th hey 


. — 


— 


— 


15 But riert dg of this our deter 88 foe 
the prevailing Party in the Judicatories of this Church, 
yet we hereby declare, as our Proteſtation bears, That 
we are willing „to hold Communion with all ſuch as 
<< defire with us to adhere unto the Principles of the true 
4 Preſbyterian covenanted Church of Scotland, in her 
Doctrine, Diſcipline, Worſhip and Government ; Y 
« and particularly with every one who are groaning un- 
cc der theſe Evils, and affected with theſe Grievances 
«© that we have been complaining of, and who are in 
<< their ſeveral Spheres wreſtling againſt the ſame ; and 
we hope that there is a goodly Number of ſuch 
sein the ſeveral Corners of this Church.” Te/timony by 
Meſfieurs Ebenezer Erſkine, Wilſon, Moncrieff and 
Fiſher, printed 1734, Page 95. 

By withdrawing from theſe Judicatories (at preſent) and 
joining with the ſaid Brethren, I intend and under- 

6 ſtand 9 W itharawing from Miniſterial mic 
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they have, I'm afraid, for ſome Time been employed. in 
weakening the Hands of theſe very Miniſters. Have they 
not gone into their Congregations, where perhaps there 
was ſcarce a Shadow of Invitation? The d:/mal Colours 
in which ſome Servants of Feſus have been, on theſe Oc- 


caſions painted, I don't chuſe to repreſent ; and all this 
for uo other Reaſon but that they judged it their Duty to 


continue ſtriving againſt the Defections of the Church, ſtill 
hoping for better Days. What, then, if God is now 
teſtifying his Diſplcaſure againſt ſuch an Attempt to mar 
the Uſefulneſs of theſe faithful Miniſters, by not crowning 
their own Labours with the wifhed Succeſs ? Or, may he 
not, even in Pity to them, remarkably countenance the Mi- 
niſtry of ſome they deſpiſed, that they may henceforth 
learn not ſo raſhly to call thoſe God has ſanttified, com- 


mon or unclean? Could there be any Way of rectifying 


their Miſtake, more condeſcending, more worthy of Himſelf ? 


To return ; I would have it alfo conſidered, that God 


is fo far from working always in the Way and by the 


Means that we would judge beſt, that almoſt every remark- 
able Diſpenſation of his Grace, has been brought" about 


quite contrary to human Views, and many Times by the 
| moſt unlikely [n/truments.---We ſhould never. have choſen 
7 uterate Fiſhermen to confound the Learning and Eloquence 
4 of GREECE, or twelve poor defenceleſs Creatures, deſti- 
» tute of human Force, void of Eloquence, to oppoſe the 
* Wiſdom of the Great, and the Power of the whole known 


7 
2 


World ; Nor would we have raiſed PAUL the Perſecu- 


1 
— _ — — a F 


with any. of the godly Miniſters of this National 

Church, that are groaning under, or wreſtling againſt, 

the Defections of the Times, even tho? they have not 
the ſame, Light with us in every Particular contained 


„ in the foreſaid 'Feſtimony.”” Adherence by Mr. Ralph 


1 


* 
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I. 15 
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; Erſkine 1% Mr. Mair's Declaration of Seceſſion given in to 
the Preſhytevy of Dumfermline, February 1737. 3 


Alfter reading the above Adherence, Mr. Mair declared to 


the Aſſociate Preſbytery, that he was of the ſame Mind 
with his Brother Mr. Erſtine. Act, Declaration und 
Teſtimony 1737, Pages 117, 118, 119. 
HEH $3 ter 
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ter to be the moſt glorious Support of the Chr iftian 


Church -A LuTHER would have appeared a contemptible 
Mean to ſhake the Kingdom of Ax TICHRIS TH: But God 
will have us to be ſtill and and &now that he is God, who 


works in a Way peculiar to himſelf, that the whole Power 


and Excellency may appear to be from on High. So that 
it ought not to diſcredit this Work to any Sett whatever, 
that has not carried it on by the Inſtruments of their 
chooſing, or under the Miniſtry of thoſe they had mark'd 
out for the Honour. 


Some reſolve this whole 3 into the 1 of 
mere Sound and Geſture.---And becauſe *tis univerſally ac- 


| knowledged, that the Miniſter of Cambuſſang, a Gentleman 


of known Piety and Learning, has but a weak Voice, no 
violent Action, and is far from endeavouring to ſtir up 
unreaſonable Paſſions, they artfully connect this Affair 


with the Revd. Mr. WniTEFIELD ; hoping that thoſe 
who don't judge favourably of him, will, for this Reaſon, 
entertain ſorry Notions of what has paſs'd ; — And that 


others, becauſe of his fervent Addreſſes, will believe ALL, 
the Effect of Mechamſm. The Blending theſe Things to- 


8 ſerves likewiſe to raiſe a Cry, tho' moſt unjuſt, 


as if PRESBYTERIAN and RFFORMATION Principles 
were in Danger, and that this Work ſtands in direct 
Oppoſition to the Teſtimony of the Day.---It is therefore, 
in my Opinion, of Conſequence to the Cauſe, to obſerve, % 
that Mr. WHITEFIELD is entirely out of the Queſtion.--- 7 
My Regard for him is well known; he may be liable to 
err as well as others; I have not yet ſeen a perfect Mi- 
niſter, more than a per fell Layman :--- But he is doubtleſs 


2 pious Soul,--- and one whom God has highly homur'd in 4 
| the Work of the Goſpel. However, it can give no Of- 


fence to ſay,—that he did not ſo much as preach at Cam- 
buſlang when laſt in Scotland ; — That he left this Country, 
at leſt, four Months before the remarkable 18th of February; 
and that, ere his Return in „the Work had ſpread % 
in many very different Places 'of the Weſt. - We 
have been often told, that Paſſions, raiſed mechanically, | 


are awaked, when the mechanical Powers, Voice, Geſture, 


or what you will, aer; — and are always but fhort-liv'd, 


ceaſing for the molt Part with the Matien of the an, 1 
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m ment whence they flow. But here, it ſeems, Sound and 
le Action operate on Perſons who neither ſaw the oe nor 
zd Þ heard the other; or, if ſome of them were Eye and Ear 
o Witneſſes, yet they remain'd wnafeFed while the mecha- 
er nical Powers were in Motion: — But when the E ngine 


at } ceaſed, and ſeveral Months are elapſed, when the Operator 
r, is removed ſome Hundred Miles Diſtance from their Vietu 
eir and Obſervation, ALL their Paſſions are fired by the ditant 
Machine, and continue fil! to affect them in the moſt 
ſenſible Manner. You have ſtudied, Sir, the Doctrine of 
Sounds and their Efets, and I believe will admit this is 
of talking ſo wnphiloſophically, as would expoſe the Authors 
ac- of ſuch Suppoſition, to wniverſal Ridicule, was it not for 
the too general . of real and vital Chriſtianity. 


But, tho? Ongoſers don't ſucced fo well in accounting 
for the Riſe of the extraordinary Concern upon the Minds 
of ſo many People at firſt, they are at no Loſs to deſcribe 
its 2 ; and entertain us with the wonderful 
Effects of Sympathy, and the mighty Force of Example: 
And have diſcovered, that Perſons may be naturally and 
mechanically moved with ſeeing others in Diſtreſs. Who 
doubts of all this? But if they intend hence fo ſay, that 
the whole Spread of this bleſſed Work is mere Mechaniſm, 
and conſequently not to be regarded; Are they not plainly 1 3 
begging the Queſtion? They will forgive us not to admit 72 
Aſſertions for Proof, and to oppone the ſcriptural Accounts 7 
Perſons affected give of their Diſtreſs or Attainments, tze 
ſubſtantial laſting Effects theſe Things have had, —parti- 
cularly in forming their Minds into a God-like Frame and Diſ- | 


poſition, and all this followed by a correſponding Ret 
tion of Lic Tu: 


hut if it is onh inferr'd, that Perſons now wks Con- 
| cern were or might be ffrſt affected by obſerving the Con- 
cern of others; in this we apprehend there is nothing ex- 
ceptionable. Actions muſt be allowed to have a Language, 
in many Cafes, more ſtrong and perſwaſive than Words.z--- 
And if a Man who, Ka fo If a A - is touched 


— 


4 —— 
— 


05 Pages 4 4, Ge. of this Lauer. 


with 


( 14 


touched with ſeeing the direful Effects of Sin upon others, 
or hearing their moving Repreſentations of approaching Dan- 
ger, his Convictions have a meo/? rational Spring, and he 
does well to take Warning from their Miſery.---In ſhort, 
the Fallacy of the Objection proceeds upon a Suppoſition, 
that Arguments in Favour of this Work are drawn from 
a ſeeming outward Concern, which may indeed proced from 
other Springs than the Spirit of God : --- Whereas the Cauſe 
is built on a quite other Foundation, as juſt now hinted ; 
the ſaving Change wrought upon their Souls accounted for, 
by the happy Perſons, according to the Law and the Te/ti- 
' mony ; and this Change evidenced in the J/hole of their 
Practice and Walk : --- Errrers which we contend can- 
not proceed from mere Mechaniſin, and muſt be admitted 
as deciſive of the Point in Queſtion, there being 10 other 
Rule by which we can judge the State of another. 


When Sound and Gęſture won't do, and this Earth 
can't afford a CAusE proportioned to the mighty E Fect ; 
Rather than God ſhould have the Glory, Hell muſt be 
ſearched, and the whole glorious Scene aſcribed to the De- 
vil. ---- Here we are put in Mind, that Satan "ys 
—_— himſelf into an Angel of Light. ---- But they 
muſt ſay a great deal more, hat he really is an Angel of 
Light, and working the Wark of Ged. The Devil him- 
ſelf, was he not the Father of Liars, would, methinks, 
be aſhamed to call this h:s Work, or claim the Converts 
as his Children. — How unlike to their Father ! --- From 
the Apoſtle John's Obſervation (i), In this the Children of 
| God are manifeſt, and the Children of the Devil : Wheſoever 
doth not Righteouſneſs is not of God, neither he that loveth 
not his Brother ; we muſt neceflarily infer, That whoſoever 
doth Rightequſneſs is not of. the Devil, neither he that loveth 
his Brother. But it ſeems the Apoſtle is miſtaken, and 
the Devil is now begetting many Children by the Mord 
of Truth, who cannot fin, becauſe born of him, and his 
Seed remaineth in them. ---- THE WoRLD UNMASK' D 
lies before me: I don't think the Author has hit upon. 
any Argument half ſo concluſive as this, for his final Re- 


pe CI 
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(i) 1 John ili. 10. 5 80 Þ 
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Proration of all Things, Devils not excepted ; It being 
generally admitted, that Concern for the Salvation of © 
others, is one 8000 Sig of a Perſon's own Converſion. - 


When theſe and the like abſurd Conte genes naturalls 
follow upon reſolving this Matter into Deluſion and Sata- 
nical Influences, I can ſcarce think it poſſible ſuch harſh 
Thoughts could have been entertained by ALL the As$0- 
CIATE PRESBYTERY, but becauſe of Mr/informatidn, or 


3 9 rather ſome very groſs impoſition. . I am the more con- 
> # firmed of this, then they fay, (E) „ Nor will any of 
- the Fruits of this Work, that have hitherto been al- 
ir © © ledged, be ſufficient to Difference it either from the 


„ common Mord of the Spirit of God upon Hypocrites, 
or from the Deluſtans of Satan.“ 


The Fruits aledyed, P. 8, 9. will be allowed! ſuſKcient 
to diſtinguiſh the 7/974 of God from the Work of the 
Devil. The ſame Thing, on the Matter, was alledged 
(whether proved or not, is not the Queſtion )' in theſe 
MisSIVES, ATTESTATIONS and JourRNnALSs- they refer 
to in their ſaid Act. — Shall I then think them all in- 
S /ncere 2 — No; Charity obliges me to believe the greater 
Part have depended upon the Teſtimony of others, without 
reading the Atteſtations, Miſſives, Sc. Whencel would 
5 willingly hope, - now that they fee ſuch good Fruits both 
alledged and provod,— they will, as on other Occaſions, 
frankly acknowledge their Miſtake ; 3 eſpecially ſeeing, if 
i this Affair complexly taken, in its Riſe, Progreſs and 
Effects, don't point out a genuine Work of the Holy Ghoſt; 
b there ſeems no Criterion left to -diftinguiſh- the Operation 


x —# = Spirit of God from the Spirit of the Devil, no 
ever by which we can know the Voice of him who 
vet ß 1 from Heaven, from the Voice of him who 
and ſpeaketh from Hell. What of infernal Agency is alledged, 
Vord from ſome uncommon Symtoms, will be conſidered afterwards : 
his And ſhall only further fay, That it ought not to ſhake 
K Do b [the Faith of ſerious Souls, dy, e home to C. 
pon. = Fi DES NBR gh 


9 4 Tm Act of the Aſſeciate Poe (Page z. 5 anent a os 
1 ic Faſt, dated at Dunfermline, Jah 15. K . 
» | that 
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(16) 
dat they have been arraigned as under the Deluſions of 


* Sarax :---Jefus himſelf was thus reviled,--- and the Opera- 


®2jon of his divine Spirit aſcribed to Beelzebub the Prince of 

Devils. The Argument whence he expoſed the Folly and 

Triguity of this Suppoſition, will equally ſupport their Cauſe : 
The Que/tion, which on this Occaſion filenced the Pha- 
-riſces, will equally difficult their Oppoſers ; --- Every King- 
dom. divided againſt itſelf is brought to Deſolation, and a 
| Houſe divided againſt a Houſe falleth ; if Satan alſo be di- 
vided againſt himſelf, how ſhall his Kingdom tand (I) ? 


*Tis indeed moving, that the Oppoſition is joined by ſome | 
of whoſe Chriſtianity I can have no Doubt; and yet no 


ſtrange Thing has happened. LUTHER, who now enjoys 
| delightful Communion with CALVIN in the Jeruſalem above, 
was raſh enough to call him a white Devil, when equally 
concerned with himſelf to promote thelntereſt of their common 


Lord and Maſter. 


Ea, Again, this bleſſed Work has been repreſented as the 
Miniftration of Death, flowing merely T0 legal Terrors, 
and iſſuing in Deſpair. 5 . 


The Terrors of the Lord have indeed awak'd many to 
| timely Fear, making them, as the Man purſued by the 
Avenger of Blood fize for Refuge to the Hope ſet 7771 

them : But (which is a Wonder of Grace) not one Sou, 
to the beſt of my Information, has given over Hopes of 


of 
Fear, 


the Law as @ Schoolmaſter leading to Chrift,--- 
Every adult Perſon muſt in a /e/s or greater Meaſure be 


broughtt- to = Senſt of Danger, ere they welcome Jeſus | 


| their Deliverer ; and this is neceſſarily attended with a 


1 


—— 
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(1) Luke xi 17, 18. 


4 


Mercy. That Mr w, in Danger of Hell, ſhould be afraid 
Hall; and that Children of Wrath, being moved with | 
thould flee from that Wrath, is the Language of | 
right Reaſon, and exactly agreeable to Revelation, which 


correſpondent Degree of Terror. Fear is interwoven, as it 
were; with our Make ; that we may ſhun Evil, it 
ſounds the Alarm, and is generally the firff Spring which 
_ excites to Action; tho* Hope and Love muſt be allowed 


3 
} * 
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the more endearing Motives, and what effectually bapti⸗ 
vate Heart and Soul. Nor are theſe wanting in the pre- 


Tent Caſe, as already repreſented (m). What awful Views 


attend firſt Cimmvittions in ſome, eſpecially grofſer Sinners; 
yet, how ſweetly are they afterwards moved with the 
Cords of Love, and theſe Bands of a Man ! Few _ 


were ever be fedlingh conftramed by the Kin eſs of 
2 Saviour. 


Ex 1 07 is nest brought i into the Aa hich - 
is ever at hand with ſome Pretenders to Reaſon, to dif- 


s credit the Operations of the Holy Ghoft. --- The ſudden 


Change which, they ſuppoſe, the Converts undergo from 
Fear to Hape, from Terror to Jay, and an alledged Vari- 


ableneſs of their Frame, explains the whole r to 
Gentlemen of their Penetration. 


They will forgive me to ſay, that, as they bug upon 
very falſe Suppoſit tons, their Concluſions are equally unjuſt,- —_ 


Many among the fir? awakened continue fill in Diſtreſs ;. 


The greater Part have attained to Hope, in conſequence 


of a gradual diſtin Work upon their Mind: - And, if 


Jome few have not been ſo lang under the Spirit of Bond- 
age, it ſeems quite agreeable to divine Goodneſs ; --- 
Where the Senſe of Wrath was ſo deep and affecting, 
had it been alſo ling, the Spirits which God had made 
muſt have failed before him. And, becauſe God is 4ind 


and cen leſcending in pitying the Weakuch of his Creatures, 
Shall our Eye be evil * | 


That the Mind muſt be tics in the "SS of | 
Sin and of a Saviour, Faith wrought, and the Nature 
thanged, ere a Man can be denominated a Chriſtian, 2 
rejoice in the Good of God's choſen, Ones, is allowed; 
but that theſe Beginnings of the Divine Life ruſt always 
be a Work of great Time and Leiſure, requiring. Months 
or Lars, is no where that I know taught in Scripture, 


and ſeems directly contrary to many In/tances there record- 
9 ed. — How oon Was 5 Saul the TR Changed into 


— 
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(18) 
Paul the chief of the Apoſtles (n ? --- Three thouſand, 
lying in Sin and Wickedneſs when Peter begins to preach, 
are Believers before he has done, and that very Day added 
to the Church (s) ; the trembling Faylor becomes that 
fame Hour a joyful Believer (?) a Thief, while hanging 
upon the Croſs, is at once inlightned, juſtified, comforted, and 


amid/} his expiring Groans made meet to * of the 
Inheritance of the Saints in 198 (20. 


God, who conunandet Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, 
ſaying, Let there be Light, and there was Light, can with 
equal Eaſe, and in a Moment too, ſhine into the Heart, 


to give the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God # 
in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt ; working at the ſame Time 
the moſt joyful, lively Faith. And even ſuppoſe, accord- } 


ing to the miſtaken Principles of ſome Moraliſts, Conver- | 
fron did not at all proceed from divine Influence, but was 
the Effect of mere Reaſon and Argument; ſtill the Change 
 wou'd paſs upon ONE much ſooner than upon another, and 
that in Proportion to the Quickneſs of their Genius, the 


Pliableneſs of their Will, the Tenderneſs of their Aﬀec- | 


tions, and more advantageous Circumſtances, Sc. We 
find, in common and civil Life, one Man will learn more 


in a Day, than another in a Year ; — And an ingenuous 


Mind be moved with very ſmall Intreaty, when repeated f 


Solicitations and multiplied Arguments are neceſſary to gain 


the more obſtinate. It cannot therefore warrant the Charge 


of Enthuſiaſm, that a Sinner under Soul-diſtreſs has at- 
tained ſome Meaſure of Eaſe and Quiet in à few Days, if F 
he can give a good Reaſon of the Hope that is in him. 
Call him an Enthuſiaſt if you will, who is egg uftu- | 
ating amidſt the troubled . ber of Deſpair, and high | 
Tides of Foy, when not able to aſſign a reaſonable Cauſe i 


either for the one or the other But ſo far is this from 
the preſent Caſe, that thoſe who ſooner than others have 


_ Paſſed from Darkneſs to Light, from the Power of Satan i 


to the Kingdom 0 = bu give the moſt ſatisfying Account, | 
ff of their Di on and ous of heir Relief. Nor 18 I 
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their 4/ter-frame more variable than what is common to 
other Chriſtians, flowing from the preſent State of Im- 
perfection: So ME have arrived at ſolid Foy and Peace in 
believing; OTHERs ftill harraſs'd with remaining Doubts 
and Fears; and if ye find a Few lamenting an abſent 
God, who once walk'd in the Light of his Countenance, 
this, I apprehend, is no unuſual Caſe among Saints of 
longer Standing, and more Acquaintance with the religi- 

K ous Life (r). _ i _ 


1 When Oppoſers aſcribe this Work to Fancy and Whim, 
they conſider it as conſiſting wholly in Impreſſions, irrati- 
„ + onal Fears, and deluſive oy; and ſeem quite to have for- 
d ©} got its certain Fruits and Effects, Change of Nature, and 
0 * Renovation of Life. They will allow, that from nothing, 
|- 3} nothing can proceed; that every Effect muſt have a Cauſe ; 
— that 10 Cauſe, can produce an Effect more real and excel- 

leut than itfelf ; And from thence it will follow, That 
Fancy muſt be the Conſequence of Fancy, and Deluſion the 
only Effect of Deluſion : Whence then the new Nature in 
4% theſe Converts? Whence their Newneſs of Life? Shall 
woe believe the nt glorious, the moſt ſub/tantial, the moj? 
real Bleſſings, the Product of mere Imagination, the M= 
ſpring of a deluded Brain!“ Thrice happy Deluſion ! -+-- 
O my Soul, may I ever thus be deceived, and ever feel 
the ſame bleſſed Effects 5 5 


It will appear that others in the Oppoſition are appre- 
henſive, — if the Fruits be good, they can't reaſonably be 
* ſuppoſed to flow from ſuch falſe deluſrve Springs, and there- 
fore take another Way, --- miſrepreſenting their Conduct 
who are the Subjects of this Work. Ss 


Iualeneſs and Negle# of their civil Affairs is a principal 
Charge, --- but not better ſupported than a thouſand other 
flying Reports. That Perſons almoſt ſtruck dead, and 
Neut to the Heart with the Twinges and Throws of an awa- 

ened Conſcience, ---- ſhould not enter /o heartily into the 


vn 


— 


0) Paal. xxx. 7. Pal bail. 7, 8, 9. Pfal. IXxxvili. 
xvi. 1 throughout. Song . 1 7 5 DR 
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| Fu inek of Life, ---- while feeling the Smart, ---- will be 
o Wonder to one who experimentally knows a wounded 
Spirit, --- and is in itſelf no more ſurpriſing than that we 
-don't find Pau! making Tents when lying on the Ground 
through the o*erwhelming Influence of the heavenly Viſion. 
Beſides, it will be found, that when the Violence of the 


Shock is over, and eſpecially where they have attained | 


to the joyful Proſpect of a happy Eternity, they go on in 
their reſpective Callings with uncommon Cheerfulneſs and Ala- 
crity, and well deſerve the Character of 157 flothful in Bis 
fineſs, fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord. Even when 
the Mae of the Diſtreſs'd, and the Circumſtances of their 
Caſe, required more than ordinary Attendance upon Prayer 
and Exhortation, this was ſo managed as to occaſion little 
or ne Interruption in their Labour; --- Of which their pre- 
plentiful Crop is ſufficient Evidence : And now, in all 
thei Religious Societies, ſuch Times and Places are fixed 
upon as leaf? interfere with their other Engagements. --- It 
may be very true, that at firſt, when an Event fo re- 
markable ingroſſed the Attention and Converſation of all 
around, Perſons otherwiſe idly diſpoſed (of which there 
are Numbers in the neighbouring as well as other popu- 
Jous | Cities) might, under Pretcnce of attending Divine 
Worſhip, employ themſelves quite another Way, and de- 
fraud their Maſters of their Time: But it is evidently 
Unfair-dealing to charge this (if it be the Caſe) upon the 


Miniſters, who were careful to diſcourage ſuch Practices; Fi 
or upon the Body of the ſerious People, who act another 


and in. all Reſpecis a gaod Part. Jares will mix in with 


the V heat to the End of Time, and the Vile divell with Þ 


the Good in this World of Sin and Sorrow. 


"Buffer me to add; That ſuch ObjeAions, of being 2 
little too long engaged in ſpiritual Worſhip, generally pro- 
ceed from. thoſe who can trifle away whole Nights, or per- 


haps ſpend them in Calumny and Slander, if not in Chatn- | 
bering and Wantonneſs, Rioting and Drunkenneſs: And 
it will hold true in general, that more Time is criminally l 


1 


employed in cenſuring their Conduct, than thoſe devout p | 


Souls employ in Prayer. J am as much as any Man for 


People's minding their proper ſecular Affairs, and judge 1 0 
that he who dogs not provide fen his oun Houſe is worſe 19 


iber 


His (Po hg tf 


h 
or Place (for Inſtance) of meeting for Prayer, demonſtrate 


1 that the Work in general is not from God; --- How ſhall 


641 * 


than an Infidel, and hath denied the Faith ; ---- but müll 
likewiſe think, there are certain Seaſons where more Time 
than ordinary may be ſet apart for Things of er ; 
cernment e And am extremely apprehenſive, the Noiſe that 
is made about not more carefuly attending to Things ken 


I! 


| poral, proceeds from forgetting that we are but Pilrrims _ 


and Strangers in this Earth, ---- who, having here 20 con- 
tinuing City, ſhould look for one that is to come, and /eef-, 
firſt the Kingdom of God and its Righteouſneſs. --- Let Men 
who have their Portion in this Life, count every Hour 
loſt which is not employed in amaſſing periſhing Riches ; 
--- But let the Chriſtian, whoſe Hopes lie deronf a Grave, 


Advances towards Heaven and Immortality. 


® reckon no Day well ſpent wherein he does not make ſome 


Fancy'd Imprudencies are much talk'd of ; and every 
trifling Irregularity magnified into Diſorder, inconſiſtent” 
with a Religion coming from the God of Order, and 
the Doctrine of the Apoſtles, who would have all Things 
done with Decency. e 8 


The Miniſters Conduct is, in my Apprehenſion, capa- 
ble of a Fair and rational Vindication.---If every Thing has 
not been conducted by others ſo prudently as could have, 
been wiſhed, — Is not this almoſt the neceſſary Col ſequence 
of an Affair ſo new and extraordinary, — where it is not 


pretended the Subjects of it are all learned Divines and 


F, 


: B {edate Philsſophers ? = But how will this diſprove the Work 


upon the Minds of Hundreds, againſt whom even this Ob- 
jection does not lye? — Or, if every Irregilarity as to Time 


we reconcile the glorious Things faid by Paul of the 
Church of Corinth, --- with the much greater Diſorders 
(than have been alledged in the preſent Caſe) they are 
charg'd with in the ſame Pointe by the ſame Apoſtle (s )? 


1. 


It ought to be conſidered, that human Frailties neceſ- 


1 7 7 . Op” . "fot Ms 0 ; k ; 
& farily mix in with all our Affairs civil and religious; and, 
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(s) Compare 1 Cor. „ 1,--7. with Chapters xi. xiv. 5 
3 e e . 
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ſhould we ſeek only for Religion where there is not the 


leaſt Deviation from the Rules of ſtrict Order, I doubt 
much if we find Faith upon the Farth. If Allowances 
are to be made, doubtleſs young Converts claim our Charity 
in the firft Place, eſpecially when their Diſtreſs has been 
great, and their Joy proportional: = Like Men coming 
into a new Country, or rather new Morld, they are not 
et acquainted with all the Faſhions and Decencies of it ;— 
t is no wonder every Punctilio is not obſerved, which After- 
Experience and cooler Reflection will dictate. Shall we par- 
don the learned, the compoſed ARCHIMIDES, tho' going 


— 


beyond all the Bounds of Decency, when tranſported with 


a mathematical Diſcovery, and finding out only certain 
Proportions in Figures, an ab/tra& Truth, not immediately 


calculated to attract the Affections, and confined to this 


World in its Conſequences ! — And ſhall we make 10 
Allowance for illiterate Country Men and Children, and 
others of ſmall Experience, when raw/hed with the Diſcos 
coveries of another World, and the Knowledge of God and 
Chriſt, whom to know is Life eternal? This were to treat 


— a 


It almoſt exceeds Belief, which yet is further objeQed 


them not with common Humanity; but they muſt expect ns 


tt), that they ſhould be charg'd as under the Powtr of 


Deluſion, for not immediately throwing off their own Mini- 
ſters who have been their ſpiritual Fathers, and not em- 


bracing a Teſtimony which many of them never ſaw,--- 


and cannot eaſily comprehend ; and, what is ftill more 


| ſurpriſing, condemn'd becauſe not joining thoſe who, upon 


the firſt Riſe of this Divine Work, were not afraid to 


aſcribe it to the Devil. | : 


Deſire to promote the Glory of God, is indeed neceſſa- 


rily connected with a real Concern for our own Salvation; 
where Chriſt dwells in the Heart, he will be confeſs'd 


with the Lip. The Children of Zion naturally ſeek the 


Good of Zion, and, when in the due Exerciſe of Grace, 


prefer Jeruſalem to their chiefeſt Joy. --- The Intereſt of f 


— 
—_— — — 
— ww 


— 


(t) See Act of Afeciate Preſbytery, &c. P. 3. 
. | Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's vi/ible external Kingdom is dear to ſuch Souls 3 = 
This, in their proper Spheres, they endeayour to promote, .. 
but till according to the Meaſure of Light which | 
God has given them: --- And doubtleſs ALL good Men 

have not the /ame Yiews in this Matter.---Nor will it be 
pretended by any ſober thinking Perſon, that if the Sub- 
jects of this Work, whoſe Love to Chriſt ſeems ſtronger than s 
Death, have not Freedom to make a total Separation from 

the Miniſters of this Church, even the happy Inſtruments 

of their Converſion, and join the Brethrens Platform 

all its Circumſtances,---they can no more get in Heaven than 

a Man can walk without Legs. 
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| 

I don't think my Charity, tho* a Preſbyterian, very 
4 extenſive, when I can ſuppoſe, (with a ReverendGentleman 

| an Independent not only wethin the Reach of the Goſpel- 
1 Offer, but within the Bonds of the everlaſting Covenant, 
1 and hope one Day to meet with Dr. Owen in the hea- 
t venly City, where there is no Temple. — Dare any of 
0 


«© you (ſays a late Writer (2) to the Ass OcCIATE PREs- 
«© BYTERY) tell the moſt zealous for your Teftimony, 
and againſt their own Miniſters, that theſe Things are 
d « Marks and Evidences of ſaving Grace,---and that they 
ff © © may depend upon them as ſuch ; --- or that the judg- 

< ing your Teſtimony zrr-gular, and what the Lord re- 


1- «© quired not at your Hands in the Vay and Manner you 
— << have given it, —and their cloſe Conjunction with their 
re hs 


Miniſters, are certain Evidences that they are Chriſtleſs 
Mn and Graceleſs who do ſo ? I am perſwaded ſome. of 
to you have ſo much of the Root of the Matter in you, 
as you dare not for a World fay either of theſe 
Things. 4 TT. OO 


a- | on 

- But ſuppoſe, if you will, the Brethrens Teſtimony the 4 
d Standard of true Religion, to which all gracious Souls will 9 
he at length adhere; Will they allow no Time for Conſi- i 
de, deration? Was not their own Arrival at preſent Truth 

of the Conſequence of ſeveral Years Enquiry ?---Mayn't one 


() Mr, Robe's Narrative, Preface, P. 17. 
then 


1 


others) a near Approach to, if not in Reality, the Sin 
cgainſi the Holy Ghoſt ? And ſhall they be charged 4. 


vulſiuns, Voices, Viſions and Revelations ; 3 the uſual Symptoms F, 


— 8 . | ( 24) 


then be Half. a Year in a State of Giate, before ap 
92 htned 5 


A Perſon under n Apprehenſions of divine Wrath, | 
cannot with much Sedateneſs of Mind peruſe the mdf | 
Jialumes that have been writ on viſible external Forms : 
What would you think of his Convictions for Sin, ho 
made Church Government his fir/t Inquiry? Would be not, 
do ye imagine, be as reaſonably ay fitably empioy'd in 
reading Guthrie's Trial of a ſaving Iniereſt in Chriſt, as 
in ſtudying public Ats and Tejtimonies ? And ſuppole he 
has attained real Faith, yet, as the firſt Actings of this 
Divine Grace are oftimes attended with much Darkneſs X 
as to many Things relating to the ſpiritual Kingdom of. 
God upon the Soul, theſe demand the Believer's chief , 
| Regard, and ſhould employ his firſt Thoughts. It ſeems | 
. at leaft a ha/ty Concluſion, to charge the Subjects 
of this Work, when but beginning to be religious, many 
of them ſtill at a Loſs whether or not really in Chriſt, 
and others ftill further from Comfort, to charge them 
"ALL WITH DELUSION, for not already lifting up the | 
' Teftimony of the Day, viz. the Teflimony of the” Aſſociate ® 
Preſbytery : A harſh Concluſion indeed ! eſpecially con- 
ſidering 1 Stumbling- Plock in their Way, not eaſily got 
over. How ſhall they inrol their Names with the Seceding 
Brethren? How ſhall they aſſociate in their public Al, 
ſemblies, where they are excommunicate as the Children f 
Satan? How ſhall they join, with uplifted Eyes and 
Hands to Heaven, in deprecating the farther Influences of | 
"the Spirit, with reſpect to themſelves or others, which 
they know to be real, and feel ſo ſweet upon their own' 
"Souls ? Would not this be in them (I don't ſpeak of? 


0 
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acled by the Dail, becau ſe not willing to give themſelves 
. Jo the Devil 7 : 


Laſt of all, it is "alias: That this Work is atterdel , 
with bitter Out-cryings, Faintings, ſevere Bodily Pains, Con- 


4s ; 


of a Sclolive Spirit. 
2 
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j — Hoices, 8 Viſions, | Revelations are added, If uppoſe for Argu- 
ment's Sake. --- None of the Subjects of this Wark pretend 
ts theſe Things. One or two Impoſtors, I'm informed, under 
ſuch pretences endeavoured to diſcredit this Work at the 
7 Beginning; but it is well known what Care was taken 
to detect them, and how effectually they were diſcouraged. 
---It ſeems therefore like a Willingneſs to find Fault, to 
object againſt this People, what was done by their Enemies 
. IF} with Deſign to blacken them. And I would have it alſo 
carefully noticed, that Perſons whoſe Diſtreſs of Mind viſibly 
affects their Bodies, or who go the Length of crying out, 
bear but ſmall. Proportion to the much greater Number who 
are wrought upon in a more #4:ndly uſual Way, and about 
whom nothing has appeared, but what is common in 
other Caſes, when People have been awak'd to a ſerious 
Concern about Religion. So that tho? all were put out 
of the Account, againſt whom the Objection militates, 
or in whom there appears any Thing douvtful to the 
moſt intelligent cautious Perſon, {till there would be Ground 
to believe well of vat Numbers. Fr er OO 


Beſides, the happy Experience of Thouſands of judicious 
| Chriſtians witneſs, that, when lately at CaAmBUusLANG and 
KiLsyYTH &c. truly their Fellowſhip was with the Father, 
and with his Son Feſus Chriſt; and judge ſo, by the ſame 
Rules whence they, have formerly been able to conclude 

that they enjoyed the Lord: - This ſhould make one the 

more afraid of joining the common Cry, Deluſion, Sata- 

nical Influence, and what not? And, on the Whole, it 
nich! follows, that whatever Judgment we form of ſuch whoſe 
pl Concern is attended with unu/al Symptoms, it can never 

K of found a general Charge, nor weaken the Argument for the 

e Genuinneſs of this Work with reſpect to others. --- For 

4 n allowing that Satan, who no doubt is preſent at ſuch 

+ heed Meetings of the Sons of God, was permitted to harraſs 

"  /everal Perſons in this extraordinary Manner, it would no 
more prove the Work in general deluſive or diabolical, 

-1ojf [than the Charge could be brought againſt our Saviour, 


a - 9 and ſuch as thro' his Word believed on God; --- Satan 
Meing then permitted to tear Multituues, and caſt them down 
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We might therefore here break off the Argument : But 
not being willing that axy-ſhou'd. be thought the Chil. 


'.. are of. the Devil, that there is good Ground to think 
| God: has reſcued from the Jaws of this deyouring Lion, 


I wou'd obſerve, That it ſeems very raſh Judging, to 
draw ſuch harſh Concluſions, merely on Account of ffronger 
Impreſſions upon People's Minds than ordinary, and the 
natural Effefts of this upon the Body. If they who 
judge favourably. of theſe Perſons built their Hopes upon 
ſuch extraordinary viſible Appearances, --= the Inſtance of & 
Helix trembling, &c. which probably did not iſſue in ſound 


Converſion, might juſtly be objected: Bat when this 


good Opinion is founded upon the e Reſemblance, as 


to the main Strokes, which the Exerciſe of their Minds 


bears to a genuine Work of the Spirit of God, as taught 
in Scripture, and experienced by Saints in all Ages, --- and 
upon their } ly religious Converſation flowing from this in- 
ward Change; --- when the Argument in their Behalf is 
thus built on ſuch rational ſcriptural Grounds, and n 
Weight is laid on their outward Diſtreſs ; --- To what Pur- 
poſe: are - we entertained with trembling Duakers, deluded 
Gamizars (x), propheſying Enthuſiaſts, fainting Hypacrites, 
and fhort-lived Convictions? From this Hiſtory-piece we 
may indeed learn, that Men may faint, may tremble, may 
ſeem to undergo the Pangs of Death, and yet till continue 
under the Power of Satan and the Dominion of their 


Luſt; — and this we readily admit. But does it thence 


follow, that Perſons who give all Evidences of a ſan#:fied 


Nature, à renewed Mind,---are ſtill in the Gall Bitter- 


neſs and Bond of Iniquity, merely becauſe, when firſt con- 


vinced, the direful Apprehenſions of Wrath had ſuch Ef- 


facts upon their Bodies? --- It might with more Reaſon be 
inlerred, that if the to flight Convictions, of a Felix for 
Inſtance, made him fake and tremble ; when Conviftions 


are real, are thirow, are deep, are laſting, they wil have 
us leſs, nay, greater outward Heels. But indeed there is 
no Reaſoning from Effects upon the Body, as to the Nature 
of théè Work upon the Mind, either one Way or 


the other. 


: n 
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(x) Mr. Robe in his Pretace, p. 12.---ſhews accurately, 
the great Diſparity betwcen the Caſe of theCemzars and 


In 


* 


theſe aflected un the Waſt. 


In ſhort, enn may pleaſe themſelves with 8 
ing out how many, that ſeem'd once in the Way to 
Heaven, are now in Hell; but muſt either ſay, that if 
Perſons faint, tremble, or fall down as dead, they cannot 
be under the Influence of a good Spirit, --- and that *tis 
4 their Convictions ſhould have a ſaving Iflue ;--- 

s much they muſt ſay, or they ſay nothing to the Pur- 
#2ſe.---And, if they will go thus far, I ſhall not have the 


better Opinion either of their Philoſophy or Chri ny. 


The Laws of Duo betwixt Soul and Body, and their 
neceſſary mutual Influence, continually evidenced in common 
Life, will account for Effects much more ſurpriſing --- 


Suppoſe ſeveral Perſons apprehenſive of no Danger, blefling 


themſelves with preſent Enjoyments, big with future Hopes- 5 


at once ſeix d, — arraign'd, tried, cat, condemned to the 


Flames ; it would exceed no one's Belief to be told, 


when the Sentence paſſed, and the Fire was a preparing, 
ONE wept, ANOTHER cried out, a THIRD trembled,---- 
a FORUTH farmted,---ALL ſtwwomm'd away.---Again, ſuppoſe 


them bound to the Stable, the Sparks kindling up---when, 
of a ſudden, the Flames are quenched,---their Bonds looſed, -- 
Pardon. intimated,---and all imaginable Aſſurance given that 
they are Heirs of a Kingdom; --- Wou'd it ſurprize us 
to hear that Vail Nature, o*erpower'd with rapturous re- 
turning Foy,---once more died away ? --- The Application is 


obvious: And our Surpriſe ſhould be leſs, if ſecure Sin- 


ners, till now inſenſible of their Condition, thus faint and 
fail, when falling under immediate Apprehenſions of IVrath 


more intolerable,---and the Approach of Flames unquenchable, 
Tor when pluck*d' as Brands out of this Fire, and ravithed 


with all the J/onders of Grace, and Gries of redecming 
Love.---As the Joys of Heaven far exceed the Pleaſures 5 
Senſe, and the Terrors of Hell more dreadful than of a 
Furnace ſeven Times hented ; — *tis natural to think their 


Effects ſhould be propor aneh greater, and wou'd doubtleſs 
be the Caſe, —if attended with the fame quick and affec- 


ting Senſe. 

It greatly 88 the Argument taken from the 
natural and obvious H fftets of ſudden Fear and unexpected 
Jeu, ---that we find ſuch Inſtances in Scripture- How can 
4 Chriſtian read of perhaps three Thouſand wounded Souls, 
22 t 
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(28) 


| thoſe Conviftions had a ſaving Iſſue, cryin out at ence, 
under the Miniſtry of the i Men and Brethren, what 


ball we do (y) - or of the 


embling Jaylor, afterwards 


a real Believer, brought to his Knces, and to the ſame 
importunate Queſtion, with awful Terror (x); Can the 
realize the now glorified Paul, ſtruck to the Ground unde 


alarming 


Apprehenſions (a); --- or John the beloved Diſciple 


falling, as one dead, at the Redeemer's Feet, when ap- 
pearing as the glorious and exalted King of his Church (b)? 
Can they think of the devout Pſalmiſt, roaring all Day 
long, while God's Hand lay heavy upon him (c); --- or the 


fainting 


Spouſe of Chriſt, praying to her Beloved,---Stay me 


- with Flagons, comfort me with Apples, for I am fick of Laue (d)? 

_ --- Do they admit all this; And can they conſiſtently 

object, that if PERSON S cry out, or tremble, or faint, or 
= down as dead, their Convictions can't be genuine, their 
pring muſt be diabolical, and their Conſequence Hell? 
Or can they ſay, that, if Nature is o'er-powr'd with 
the Glory and Love of Jeſus, all is Fancy and Whim ? 


But farther, Such Inſtances of b:dily Diſtreſs, flowing 

from the Terrors or Joys of the Lord, are not confined 

to Old-Teſtament Days, to the Times of the Apoſtles, 
or firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, Later Period, afford Examples 


of a ſimilar Nature (e). 
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(y) As it / 41. (5) Acts xvi. 30. (a) Acts 


4. 6. ( Rev. i. 17. (c) Pal. xxxii. 3, 4. 


. 


(e) The Reverend Mr. Jahn Levingfton ſays of himſelf,-- - 


cc 
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Mr. 


A 


I remember the firſt Time ever I, communicated at 
the Lord's Table was in Stirling, when I was atSchool : 
when fitting at Table, and Mr. Patrick Simſen ex- 
horting before the Diſtribution, there came ſuch a 


Trembling upon me, that all my Body ſhook ; yet aft er- 
wards Fear and Trembling departed, and I got ſome 


Comfort and Aſlurance.“ Printed Account of his 
[afe, Pa. 5 | | | | 
Robe in his Preſace has extracted a Paſſage from the 


Author of the £ulfilling of the Scripture, Pa. 185. 


* 


5 
The Hiſtories of other Countries contain Facts protiy 


_-_ the ſame (f) ; nor are like Inſtances wanting in this 
1 | 1 Lure, 


ith 
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Folio Edition, ſo much to the Point! in hand: de Fe can- 
: not omit here tranſcribing it. I muſt here inſtance 
bt «© a very ſolemn, and extraordinary Out- letting of the 
3 i WS, Spirit, which about the Vear 1625, and thereafter, 
ö was in the Weft of Scotland, whilſt the Perſecution of 
- «© the Church there was hot from the Prelaticþ Party. 
; This by the profane Rabble, of that Time, was called 
: ce the Stewartoun Sickneſs ; for in that Pariſh firſt, but 
7 5 after thro* much of the Country particularly at Irvine 
r 4 under the Miniſtry of the famous Mr. Dickſon, it was 
1 
D 


c remarkable, where it can be ſaid (which diverſe Mi- 
| << niſters and Chriſtians yet alive can witneſs) that, for 
1 £ a conſiderable Time, few Sabbaths did paſs without 
c ſomeevidently converted, and ſome convincingProof + 
of the Power of God accompanying his Word; yea, - oY 
g „ that many were ſo choaked and taken by the Heart, y 
d that, thro' Terror, the Spirit in ſuch a. Meaſure | 
» ' © convincing them of Sin, in hearing of the Word, 1 
8 they have been made to fall over, and thus carried out f 
of the Church, who afterward proved moſt ſolid and 
e , "86: e Chriſtians. And as it was known ſome of the = 
- << moſt groſs, who uſed to mock at Religion, being en- 4 
“ gaged upon the Fame that went abroad of ſuchThings, f 
ts 4 to go to ſome of theſe Parts where the Goſpel was f 
4 then moſt lively, have been effectually reached before | 
< their Return, with a viſible Change following the 
— *< fame; and truly, this great Spring-tide, which I Fl 
% may fo call, of the Goſpel, was not of ſhort Time, | 


<< but for fre Years Continuance : Yea, thus, like a { 
* ſpreading Moor-burn, the Power of Godlineſs did (ep: 
advance from one Place to another, which put a — vM 
© marvellous Luſtre on theſe Parts of the Country, the | 
© davour whereof brought many from others Parts of 
6 the Land to ſee the Truth of the fame, 
0 The manife/t Reſemblance of the late glorious Work 
in New- England to the preſent Caſe, is obvious from the 


Reverend Mr, Jox NATHAN EDWARDs' Sermon upon 
f the 
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Church, even ſince the late glorious. and bay Revolu- 
tion (2). * 2 


Theſe Things taken vane 1 n bn, and 4 
one another, and are frffrerent Evidence that the greate/t 
| todtly Diſtreſs attending Convictions for Sin, or the Over- 
whelmings of frail Nature under a lively Senſe of divine 
Love, can be no Argument againſt the Genuineneſs of ſuch 

Comoidtions, or the Reality of ſuch Foy : --- And it likewiſe 
hence appears, that however fheſe E fects upon the, Body, 
have not for ſome Years been fo viſible and ſtrong ; yet 
the Caſe is by no Means wnprecedented, or not ſo uncom- 
mon and un as ſome would have us believe. 


I don” tender that Perſons who never felt the Power of 


divine eternal Things, --- in whoſe Creed Heaven and Hell 
have no Place, -ſhould ftand amazed at what has happened; 
but cannot fo ealily aecount for their Unbelief, who have 
known the Terrors of the Lord, and alſo the 95 of his re- 
conciled Countenance dawning upon their Souls after a 
dark Night of Deſpair or Deſertion.— Their outward Man 
has not , been ſo much Won --- But have they not 


learned 


* — — — 


the Dilinguiſhing Marks if the Sivit of Cad, whare you 
will ſee /everal of the foregoing Objections are inſiſted 


upon againſt that Work, and there anſwered at great 


Length, and with much Judgment. 
6 It is well known, and can be vouched by ſever al Per- 
ens yet living, of #nawn Character and Veracity, who 


have ſeen and heard what paſſes atCambuſlang, &c. among 
ſuch as are affected in the Manner objected to, that | 


they have frequently obſerved, in different Parts of the 
Country, Convictions for Sin, attended with the Jie 
| bodily Diflreſs ; many being carried out of the Churches 
ſhaking, trembling, fainting, almoſt dead, under the Mi- 


niſtry of the Reverend Maſters Fohn Hepburn of Orre, | 


Andrew Darling of Kinnoul, William Stewart at Blair- 


gourie, fohm Aoncrieſ of Callg- Church, Edinbugh, &c. 
and that many of theſe People, not a few of whom are 


ſtill in Life, give to this Day evident Proof of the Reality 


of their Concern by their ſedate and LS ata 


— 


(610 \ 


- learned this much, that had God appeared in more ferrible 
| Majeſty,--- or afterwards furrounded with more lovely Splen- 

dor and Beauty, Nature muſt have failed? An F cannot 
n help thinking, had we more juſt and believing Afprehenſions 
ft of Things eternal, a more quick and affeFing Senſe of what 
1 belongs to our everlaſting Peace, the Inftances before us 
10 e not be ſo rare or aſloniſbing; nor wou'd it then 
h be 2 ſo unpolite for a Sinner to appear afraid of ever- 


ſe ing Burnings,--- ſo unfaſhionaÞle for a Saint openly to re- 
„ Joyce in Hope of eternal Life, e 
1 1 was aſked t' other * 5 Why this Work was carried 

on jn ſuch a viſible Way? Why attended with -»nufual 


S Symptoms ? But have learned too much of my own Igno- 
of rance, to fancy I can fathom the Depths of a God. Hows 
ell F ever, without pretending to ſearch out the Almighty to Pen- 
1; faction, — there are many good Reaſons, obvious tö us, — 
ve which infinite Wiſdom might have in View, and a Thou- 
e- ſand more may lie hid. in the unfathomable Abyſs of divine 
a Counfels.---It is well known what Numbers in our Da 
an W reckon the plain Preaching of a crucified Feſus mere Fool- 
ot, WH 2/onefs. 3 --- and how much a PREACAER is eſteemed, 
ed W 2mong thoſe who claim the Privilege of the beft Judges, 
| in Proportion. as he deſpiſes the peculiar Dyctrines of the 
Goſpel, and ſubſtitutes vain Ph:loſophy in Place of Chriſi 
Jeſus the Lord. And he is indeed a Stranger to the 
faſhionable World, --- who does not know, that the Doctrine 
of the Spirit's Influences has been long the Subject of Ri- 
dicule, --- and his Divine Operations, in their Account, the 
| warm Reveries of an verheated Imaginatin.--- Many nominal 
# Chriftians ſeem ſcarce to have heard that there is a Holy 
= Ghoſt; and Mankind in general were fallen into /ome deep 
Sleep, and fatal Security, with Refpect to another World, 
and ths Concerns of their immortal Souls. --- What if God 
(willing to rouze a ſecure Generation---to bear Teſtimony to 


that the Reſidue of the Spirit is with him) hath choſen to 
appear in /o remarkable a Manner, to awake our Atten- 

| tion, and that all might ſee the Power of his vi&orious 
Grace, and hear of his mighty Hels? 


The 


the Mord of his Grace, and to convince an unbelteving World = 
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The Miracles rc by our Saviour, ſery'd not only. 
to prove his divine Miſſion, being Signs of Wiſdum, Power 
and Goodneſs ; but to ſpread his Fame abroad, that the 

| 2 diſtant Nations might inquire after him, arid ſearch 
into. the Nature of that Kingdom he was to ſet up in the 
World. --- Had he not come with ſuch mg! ty Sens and 
| Winders, not Half ſo many had heard of him, nor ſo rea- 
dily believed on him. And in the preſent Caſe, had double 
the Number in the Pariſh of . "iy been brought home 
to Chriſt in a more imperceptible Way, theſe TROPHIES of 
the Redemer's Victory over Sin and Satan would in a great 
Meaſure have lain hid from the Eyes of others: —---Whereas, 
thro' Report of Things happening out of the uſual Courſe, 
MANY. flock. from all Corners ; they come, they ſee, they 
bean, © they feel, they rejayce. ---= And Hundreds, now in 
Chriſt, cannot be ſuppoſed to hayg/ gone there, had not 
their Curioſity been excited by theſe extraordinary Circum- 
ftances ; and conſequently might have flill been without Ged, | 
and ; without Hope in the World. 

Belides, the viſible, Diſtreſs of thoſe under Soul-agony, 

| affords a lively Inftance how dreadful the Diſpleaſure of God 
is! how dangerous, how dreadful an Evil Sin is ! and ſerve in 
Place of many Arguments to make ſurrounding Spectators flee 
from the Wrath that is to come.— It alſo gives Miniſters a 
glorious Opportunity of exhorting their Hearers to /ave 
themſelves from an untoward . Generation. ---- And, on the 
other Hand, Souls o'erpowered with a Kindneſs of 4 84. 
viour, falling (with John) at their Redeemer's Feet, are a. 4 
very bright Diſplay of his wonderful Love, and amazing 
Goodneſs.---- The amiable Sight attracts our Affections; we MW ,, 
wiſh to ſhare in thoſe unſpeakable Joys, and long for the 72 
happy Time when Vail Nature, having put on Immorta- 
lity, ſhall be able, zo ſee Ged and live, ſpending an Eternity 
amidſt his Praiſes, and under the more immediate Shine of 5 
boundleſs Compaſſion, without Wearineſs or Fainting; the 5 
puri being then Willing, and the Fleb not weak, = vic 

Once more ; << At an extraordinary Salbe, to uſe the * 

« Words of another, (%); wherein God is pleaſed to carry on ¶ anc 


3 eee mc we wa. - 
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(6) Mr. Cooper” Preface toZdwards's Sermon on the di 77 
guiſhing Mark, 7 the Spirit, &c. 
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«© a Work of his Grate in a more ob/ervadl» and gleriaus Man- 
« ger, in a Way which he would have taken Notice of by 
ce the World ; it ſcems reaſonable to ſuppoſe there may be 
c ſome particular Appearances in the Work of Converſion, 
«© which are not common at other Times,. when yet there 
< are true Converſions wrought ; or ſome Circumftances, at- 
<« tending the Work, may be carried to an ruſual Degree and 
« Fight, If it were not thus, the Work of the Lord would 
not be ſo much regarded and ſpoken of, and ſo God would 
«© not have ſo much of the Glory, nor would the Work it- 
<< ſelf be like to /pread ſo faff + For God has evidently made 
«© Uſeof Example and Di ſcourſe in the carrying it on.“ 


„ 
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Thus there appear, even to us, many gobd Reaſons why in- 
t finite Wiſdom might chas/e that this Work ſhould in /ome of 
its Subjects be attended with unuſual Symptoms + --- And you 
ſee, that, in Fact, theſe Appearances have anſwered ſeveral 
valuable Parpoſes ; --« particularly, have ſerved to awake the 
7 Attention of Mankind, fixing the Thoughts of Thouſands 
d upon Death, Fudgment and Eternity, theſe awful Iſſues of 
1 Time; and have been the happy Means of bringing many to 
the ſaving Knowledge of the Truth as it is in Feſus.---But, after 
A all, we don't pretend poſitively to ſay why God has done thus; 
Ve - nor think it at all neceſſary in Support of our Argument, 
be that we ſhould be able to %u the Reaſons of divine Conduct. 
40 His Knowledge is too wonderful for us; is high, we cannet 
attain it. Tis but a very ſmall Part of God's Way we can 
ng know.--- How little a Portion is heard of bim] And his Paths 
Ne are many Times in the deep Waters, not to be fathomed by our 

| ſhallow Taculties, far beyond the Reach of Luman Aen,--- 


By this Time, Dear Sir, I am willing to hope you have 
received ſome Satisfaction as to the Matter before us, having, 
according to your Deſire, fir/t, repreſented this Affair in its 
viſible Appearance, eſpecially during the Time of divine [For- 
ſhip, which brings to View Thouſands of concerned Souls proſ- 
trate at the Feet of Mercy, hearing the Word with Gladneis, 
and anxiouſly enquiring the Way to Heaven; many gong 
forth weeping, ſcemingly bearing precious Seed ; others returning J 
again rejoicing, bringing their Sheaves with them: For the ; 
Truth of this, an Appeal is made to thoſe who attend their 
publick Miniſtrations.-I have, next, conſidered the Accounts 

| —_ given 
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given by the Subjects of this Wort, as to their imward Attain- 
ments, and various Springs whenee their Tears of Sorrow or 
Joy flow. How far they are ſcriptural, you may judge, by 
comparing what is ſaid, p. 4, 5. with the ſacred Records. 
And, as to the Fact, you will allow that Iam one Witneſs, 
and indeed but one, of the many more competent Judges 
already referred to, Men of known Veracity, who publiſh theſe 
Accounts from the Mouths of the Perſons themſelves. I have 
likewiſe mentioned ſome of the almoſt innumerable bleſſed 
Effects flowing from thoſe Operations upon their Minds, 
which plainly enough evidence themſelves the genume Fruits 
of the Spirit, and ſtand confirmed by the joint Teſtimony of their 


reſpective Miniſters, and thoſe who have beſt Acceſs to the 
neareſt View of their whole Conduct. I may add, That they | 


are become Enſamples to all them that believe; for ft rom them 

ſoundls out the Word of the Lord, not only in CAMBUSLANG and 
K1LsyYTH, but alſo in every Place their Faith towards God is 
ſpread abroad, ſo that we need not ſay ae their Light 
ſhines ſo before Men, that others ſeeing their good Works, glorify 
their Father who is in Heaven. The ſeveral Ohjections broꝰt 
againſt this Work, have alſo been contudered, —.— in my 
Apprehenſion, their Weakneſs diſcovered. 


Upon the whole then, there ſeems here a compleat Iſs 
ſo far as the Nature of the Thing will admit, that devine In- 
fluence is the true Spring of this ſurpriſing Diſpenſation. --- A 
Proof not to be ſhaken by the Laugh of an IN TIDEL, to whom 
all Religion is a Feft,--- Heauen a Fool's Paradiſe, and Hell a 
mere Bugbear ; nor by the Reproaches of a b/nd and ignorant 


WoRLD, merely natural Men, who can't reliſb ſuch pure 
Joys, nor underſtand the Nonders of God's Grace, they being 


ſpiritually diſcern' d; nor by the Miſrepreſentation of any 
SECT whatever, under the Power of Prejudice, and a viſt ble 
Blaſs on Account of their preſent Circumſtances. 


In this whale Argument, we ſuppoſe the Truth of Carrs- | 
TIANITY, and take it for granted that Men believe their 
Bibles : And therefore, upon this Suppoſition, it ſeems neceſ- 

fary, that whoever wou'd diſprove this Work, muſt ſhew that] 
the Account which the Subjetts thereof give of the inward 
Morfing of their Mind, and its Effect upon their Lives, — 
are not according to the Law and the Teſtimony, not agreeable 

e | | | | 10 
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to the IVorkings and Eft of the Spirit of Gad therein gr 
ſented ; Or that this Work is attended with certain Symptoms 


i and Circumſtances, which make it impoſſible that it can come 
Y from God; --- Or that the Evidence, upon which the Truth 
s of the Facts are founded, is not ſuch as the Nature of the 
3 Thing requires, --andcannot be depended on.--If they are not 
S able to prove ONE or OTHER of theſe Things, hard Words, 
- ſcurrilbus Language, and virulent Invectives, will go but little 
'E Way with an impartial Inquirer,--and may tempt one to think 
d theſe are uſed becauſe Argument is wanting.---For my Part, 
55 I ſhall find 0 Leiſure, and have much leſs Inclination, to anſwer 


Libels of this Nature ;--- And ſhall judge the Work of Cam- 
26 bufang, &c. ſufficiently vindicated from the Charge of Delu- 
Jon, Satanical Influence, and other unrighteous Cenſures ;---while 
it remains true, that many are changed into the divine Nature, 
evidenced by their walking in Newneſs of Life,--- having a 
Conſcience (fo far as we can judge) vid of Offence towards God 
5 and towards Man. Upon theſe and the like Facts our Argu- 


- Ment is built, and is not to be ſhaken 'till they are overturn'd. 


I am now come, DearS:r, to your otherRequeſt. You aſk, 
my What Improvement we of this Age ſhould make of this extraordinary 

| Appearance of God in his Sanfuary ?--Your Queſtion, I appre- 
hend, requires a different Anſwer according to our different O- 
pinionsandCircum/tances.--It may teach theAs$0CLATEPRES- 
BY TERY not to limit the holy One of Iſrael in the Diſpenſations 
of his Grace, and that God has yet made Choice of our Z ion, and 


bom delights to dwell within the Gates of our Feruſalem ; ---- and 
1 a i ſhould make them more cautious in ſeparating from thoſe whom 
"ani the great Maſter of Aſſemblies condeſcends to countenance ſe 
Pure it remarkably with his Prefence ; --- it ſhould make them reflect 
en, how far their t Sqgce/ion is warranted from the Word of 
any God, --- and for what Reaſon they proceeded till farther to 


a tal Separation, even before the Aſſembly 1740. 


It ſhould convince Unbelievers that there is a Hol. v 


Is GhosT, and make them at length admit the drvine Original 
9” of Chriſtianity : Every Soul, brought from a State of Na-, 
>cef- 


ture to a State. of Grace, may be reckon'd a new Miracle in 
Confirmation of the Goſpel. When natural Men, the ſpiritu- 


Wy =! Blind, are inlightned in the Knowledge of themſelves, and 
ble Jof a Saviour; when a dead Sinner is rated into Newneſ5 of 
able "US Life ; 


5 . (36) 
Life ; we have the ſame Signs of Poribed, and a Provfof greater 
Goodneſs, than when Sun, Moon and Stars were lighted up in 
the firſt World, or when a dead Corpſe is called into Being. 
God, ſays Paul (i), who commanded the Light to Hine out of 
Darkneſs, hath ſhined in our Hearts, to give the Tight of t 
| Knowledge of the Glory of God gn the Face of Feſus Ch: 225 —— 
And repreſents the ſame Power that raiſed Jeſus from the Deed, 
as working in them that believe. Eph. ii. 1, 5, 6. If one Sout 
thus mnlightened, thus quickned, ſets before us a lively Inſtance 
of boundleſs Compaſſion and almighty Power, how eonvincing 
the Argument, when great Numbers, as in the preſentCaſe,are 
thus born at once !--If we reflect but a little upon the preſent 
degenerate State of Mankind, and think how mich Sinners are in 

the:nſe}ves corrupted and depraved, the Power of the Highe/? 
will ſeera neceſſary to inlighten their benighted Minds, to con- 
quer their rebellious Mills, and quicken their Iifeleſs Souls. 

And if to this you add, that theſe evil and wicked Inclinations 
of Mets Spirits, whereby they are Enemies to God and all 
Righteouſneſs, are continually cheriſhed and fomented by ſur- 
rounding Temptations to Sin, eſpecialy by another Spirit 
diſtinct from their own, that is, the DevilSehe Spirit that now 
worketh in the Children « 7 Diſobedience ; ps It\will be ſtill more | 
evident, that finful Man muſt remain in a State of Corruption 
and Slavery, until th: Spirit of the living God lift up a Standard 
againſt this evil Spirit, and diſpoſſeſs him. He alone is able 


to -4utwit the 1 of Hell, and overcome the rich of the 
infernal Hoſt, 2M 


This Truth will yet 3 appear, by obſerving, ants Iv 
Fact , mere REASON and ARGUMENT, and all external 
Means whatever, which can be ſuppoſed to change the Heart, 
and work a thorow Reformation, have irh to prov'd ineffec- 
tual, when deſtitute of the concurring Influence of the Holy Ghoſt : 
Witness the ve ent Phenomena of the moral World, | 


It will not be much diſputed, -» that there are but very few 
comparatively ſpcaking, even in the Chriſtian World, and in] 
theſe very Parts, that enjoy the cleareſt Light, and every other | 
Aduantage, --- very few, who deſerve the Character of Rel:gi- | 

0s 
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ons and Gd, Sober and Juß, Hoff and Upright, who are 
In Reality the Diſciples of the meek and holy Feſus. If then 
mere Reaſon and Argument, or any other Cauſe excluſive of the 


# 


I Spirit of God, is ſufficient to convert Men ; --- what means 

; this wiftver/al Depravation, while ſcarce any are either willing J 
. or dare to be religious ? --- If Heaven and Hell, endleſs Glory 3 
L or everlaſting Torments, don't move the Mind; what Motive, | 
1 what external Mean poſſibly can? What below ſupernatural 

e Influence? It is not ſufficient to ſay, that Men do not be- 

g licve, or do not attend to, theſe Things: - For if ſuch is, 

e and ſuch always hath been, the thoughtleſs unbelieving State of 

11 Mankind, that neither Miracles nor Reaſoning, Proſperity nor 

n Aaverſity, cou'd make them reflect, and conquer their 

/# Unbelief z this, in my Apprehenſion, plainly ſpeaks out the 

1 Neceſſity of the Spirit's Influence, to awake Conſideration, and 

a determine to believe, 5 

al Suffer me to add, That there is nothing more common and 

r= rational, than Men's determining themſelves by probable Evi- 


gence, in Oppoſition to Certainty. This is the Caſe in 
TRADE and COMMERCE ; a real Stock is laid out, in Hope 
of a greater Return. Now, the Exiſtence of God and Chriſt, 
Heaven and Hell, being as leaf? poſſible, and what almoſt every 
one will allow highly probable ; --- and it being further plain, 
that a very faint Expectation of endleſs Foy infinitely down- 
weighs all finite Good, ---- and that the remote/t poſſible Ha- 
⁊ard of eternal Miſery doth vaſtly more than overbalance the 
whole Aflictions of this tranſitory State ; ---- it follows, that 
(ſuppoſe there was nothing in Religion but Probability, yea, 


that the Doctrine of a future State was only poſſible) Mankind 'Y 
$ ſhould be thence more influenced to aſpire towards this ; 
& Poſſible IVorld, than they are to act in the Natural and Civil 

Life, by the higheft Degree of probable Evidence. Whence, 5 | 


then, are all Appearances to the contrary ? - Whence is it, 
that the Labourer cheerfully ſows his Seed into the Earth, 
when he cannot certainly ſay whether or not it ſhall proſper? 
_ ---- Why does the Seafaring Man commit tis ALL to the 
Mercy of Wind and Waves, upon an uncertain Proſpect of 
increaſing his Stock ; --- while, as to the Religious Life, --- 
almoſt all Men, rather than part with ſome mere imaginary 
preſent Pleaſure, not ęſſential to the Happineſs of an immortal 
Spirit, forego the Hope of Heaven ; --- rather than quit with 
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a little inglorious worldly E If run the Hazard of eternal Dif- 
quiet and Trouble? Whence this fooliſh Conduct? What 
Reaſon can be aſſigned for this Defference of Action in the 
Civil and Religious Life, - but that ſuch is the Enmity of the 
carnal Mind againſt God and Religion, --- ſuch the Wrcapa- 
city-of dead Sinners for living to the Purpoſes of Heaven and 
Eternity, that neither Hopes nor Fears, nor any other external 
Means, are ſufficient of themſefves to conquer this Enmity; 
that nothing but the almughty Spirit of God can make them 


— 


alive unto God ? 


A oreat deal more ache be ſaid to mew, that the ſmall, the 
excceding ſmall Number of the Righteous in compariſon of the 
Wicked, of the Good in reſpect of the Bad, or the long-continued 


uni ver ſal Corruption of Mankind notwithſtanding all Means 
uſed to reclaim them, cannot be ſufficiently accounted for, 
upon any other Suppoſition but that ſupernatural Influence is 


wanting to effectuate the mighty Work; and that FEM direct 
70d, and depend in a right Manner upon 


Whence we may again conclude, That every Soul, tranſla- 


ted from the Power of Satan into the Kingdom of God, is a new 


Atteſtation to the Divinity of a deſpiſed Goſpel ; And con- 
ſequently, that great Numbers (as in the preſent Caſe) thus 
brought at once from Darkneſs to Light, demonſtrate the Power 
of an \ enthrened Redeemer, and proclaim aloud that there is a 


 Hory GHOST. If the FAc is diſputed, that a real Change 
is wrought upon the Mind and Practice of many ſtout-hearted 
Sinners ;-let ſuch Unbelievers diſprove the Evidence on which 


It is built, or enquire for themſelves.---It is not a Thing done 
in a Corner, or upon a Time and in a Place no Body knows 

where or when : We atteſt what has but lately happened, we 
point out the Scene of Action; and thus there is no Oppor tunity 


wanting of detecting the Fraud, ſuppoſing there was a Deſign 


to ampoſe;---But if, admitting the Fact, they will till exclude 
the Holy Ghoſt out of our World, it is expected they will tell 
us by what happy Means, ſo many obſtinate Sinners, formerly 
unmoved with every Al gument, have been at once captivated into 
the Obedience of Chriſt : --- Let them ſay how ſuch hard and 
rocky Hearts have been diſſolved, inſolent Paſhons ſubdued, 


furious Luſts mortiſied, and the moſt d:/orderly Spirits com- 
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corrupted Nature is changed into the Divine Image, the inve- 
terate Habits of dark vitious Minds are transformed into Light 
and Holineſs, and the Subjects of this Morꝶ generally quite other 
Men, other 8 than they have been; ſo that they 


move in a new Sphere, and their Conduct directly oppoſite to 


what it once was.---If they will exclude the Spirit of the Lord, 
it is reaſonable they ſhould aſſign ſome other Cauſe proportion- 
able to /z uch an Effect. Until the u, 

We wau'd have CHRISTIANS to improve this 5 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghaſt, for the Strengthning of their Faith 
and Hope as to the Accompliſhment of all the other Promiſes 
of the Outpouring of the Spirit, «when the Kingdoms of ” 
Vorl ſpall become the Kingdoms of our God and of his Chriſt - 


And for encouraging their joint Supplication, that this hols 


Land, and all the Churches of Chriſt, may be watered with 
the ſame bleſled Dew of Heaven.--- - 


We ought. alſo to admire divine Goodneſs, Sovereign Grace, 5 


Ln -ſuffering, Patience.---Hath God come thus ſuddenly into 


his Temple by a glorious Miniſtration of his Spirit; and ſhalt 
ve not meet him with our humble Praiſes, and grateful Ace- 


knowledgements 2 --- It may be ſaid of us, as of the Fews of 


old,--- 1ſrael hath not been forſaken, nor Judah of his God,--- of 
the Lord of Hoſts, tho“ their Land was filled with Sin againſt 
the holy One of Iſrael (Jer. li. 5.)---Shou'd not ſo much ande- 
ſerved Kindneſs, this wonderful Love, ---- melt us down into 
Tears of godly Sorrow,---and bring us to a free and ingenu- 
ous Acknowledgment of all our Sins, whether perſonal or of a 


more public Nature? ---And methinks 'tis an endearing Call 
to endeavour, in our proper Spheres, the Reformation of Church 
and State, — beginning at our own Hearts and Houſes,--- that 


| every Soul and Family, and every Place, May be a fit Habita- 


tion for Jacob's mighty God, 


It ſhou'd teach IST not to 1 tho? their 
Labours have not hitherto been fo remariably ſucceſs ful ; - —— 


And ſhou'd powerfully recommend to them, inſtead of la- 


bour'd Sentences, and harmonious Per rods,---the plain Preaching 


of Obrist crucified, --- the bleſſed Mean in the Hand of the 


Spirit whence this Work had its fir/? Riſe, and * which it 
=" 


has Hitherto been 0 happily ca arried on. 


manded into Calm and Quiet Let them deſcribe whence 


more intolerable. 


5 
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It ſhould make all Ranks deſirous to feel the divine Influence, 
and ſhare of the heavenly Bleſſing.— If this precious Seaſon of 


Grace, this happy Conjuncture of Circumſtances, is not impro- 


ved, they may never all meet again. Now God is ſtriving 
by his Word, by his Providence, and by his Spirit; — but, if 
we continue to reject the heavenly Call, his Spirit will not 
always ſtrive with us; there muſt be an End of Patience and 
Forbearance : --- The Mercy-ſeat may ſoon remove, a flaming 
Tribunal appear, and the Sceptre of Peace change into the 
Sword of Fuſtice., In theſe awful Moments, they who have 
deſpiſed this Mercy of the Lamb, ſhall periſh by the Mrath of 
the Lion of the Tribe of Judah. Preſent Opportunities of 
attaining everlaſting Life, being then for ever /o?, over and 
gone, can only ſerve to hezghten their Miſery, and render Hell 


1 ſhall conclude with obſerving, That the warm Oppoſition 


made to this DjzvineWY/ork by ſeveral coop MEN, thro'Miſin- 
formation or m?/taken Zeal, and the ſiippery Precipice on which 


they now ſtand, may teach us, that it is indeed a dangerous 


Thing to cenſure without proper Enquiry. It may ſerve like- 


wiſe as a ſolemn Warning againſt a Party Spirit, which fo far 
blinds the Eyes.----It alſo gives a noble Opportunity for the 


| Exerciſe of our Chriſtian Sympathy and Charity toward theſe 


our erring Brethren, and ſhould make us long for a Remove 
to Mount Moriah, the Land of Viſion above, where all the 
true Lovers of Jeſus ſhall indeed dwell tag ether in perfect Unity ; 


- Where are no Wranglings, no Strivings about Matters of 
Faith; Where, the whole Scene of preſent Worſhip being 


removed, we ſhall ſee no more darkly as through a Glaſs, but 
Face to Face; --- Where perfect Light will lay a Foundation 


for perfect Harmony and Love. 


It is with peculiar Pleaſure that I often think of this happy 


Meeting of ALL the ſcattered Flock of Chriſt, in the im- 
mediate Preſence of their dear Redeemer, 'the chief Shepherd 


and Biſhop of their Souls ; --- And have not the Jea/t Doubt but 
that my good Friend, Ebenezer, ſhall then enter into the 
everlaſting Manſions, with many glorified Saints, whom the 
AS$SOSCIATE PRESBYTERY hath now given over as the 


Property of Satan. May they ſoon fee their Miſtake, and 


may 
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may we yet altogether be happily united in che Bonds of Bk 


and Truth ! I am, with all duc ReſpeR, 
Dear Sir, 
5 Your obedient, humble Servant, 
Edinb. Auguſt 30. | gg | 
1742. ALEX. WEBSTER. 


p. S. In Obedience to your Commands, defiring me to 
ſend the Reverend Mr. Gib's Appendix and Warning, 
and the Anſwers, which you hear are publiſhd , I 


have tranſmitted two Copies of the ſaid Warning, c. 


Judging it contains its own beſt Anſwer. At firſt 
Sight you will be fully ſatisfied of the Author*s Piety and 


Learning, Modeſty and Eloquence : Nor will any 


Panegyrick, ſuppoſe from his own Pulpit, make it more 
evident. Upon a nearer Inſpection, if any of the Copies 
have,eſcaped the, Flames, and Patience permit, you will 
diſcover the whole Merits of the Cauſe. 


Pm extremely ſorry that a late Writer condeſcends to 


remark upon this Performance, being per ſwaded that the 
Gentleman's own Words are the beſt Glaſs in which we _ 
can diſcern his true Pifture ; and cannot help thinking, 


that, if one does not ſee him there, his Eyes are ſcarce 


| ſufficient to diſtinguiſh Black from White. *Tis Pity that 


the Reſolution in a ſuppoſed Event, with which the 


endix concludes, has not been follow'd, making 
Silence a Sign of Diſregard. YON 
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ERRATUM, Page 35. line 31 read Seceſſion. 
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